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Journals: 

Half-page: In the section you are to read, 
open the novel to a page. Write down 
the page number. Identify a specific 
convention (see list/chart below) used on 
that page, and explain the effect, impact, 
or significance of it.

Half-page: Think comparatively. What 
similarities AND differences in 
conventions (setting, character, theme, 
idea, structure, etc.) do you notice 
between this novel and either To the 
Lighthouse, Pride and Prejudice, or The 
Guide? What’s interesting about the 
similarity AND difference?



JOURNALS: 



Dystopian literature is used 
to “provide fresh 
perspectives on problematic 
social and political practices 
that might otherwise be 
taken for granted or 
considered natural and 
inevitable.” 
◦ Booker, Keith M. (1994). The 

Dystopian Impulse in Modern 
Literature. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press.



What is a dystopia?

“Dystopia” etymology:
◦ Greek:  δυσ- and τόπος

◦ Dys: Bad or abnormal

◦ Topis: Place

◦ The first known use of dystopian, 
as recorded by the Oxford English 
Dictionary, is a speech given 
before the British House of 
Commons by John Stuart Mill in 
1868:
◦ Mill denounced the government's Irish land 

policy: "It is, perhaps, too complimentary to 
call them Utopians, they ought rather to be 
called dys-topians, or caco-topians. What is 
commonly called Utopian is something too 
good to be practicable; but what they 
appear to favour is too bad to be 
practicable."



Utopian Origins
380 B.C. Plato’s Republic

◦ Outlines ideal society and political system

1516: Utopia by Thomas More
◦ Whimsical projection of the ideal state



What is a 
dystopia?

Common Types of Fictional Dystopia:

1. Scientific/Environmental Dystopia

◦ The world has changed due to 
scientific corruption or shortage 
of resources and it is now difficult 
to live

◦ “12 Monkeys” Gilliam; 
“Children of Men”: Curacon

◦ The Road: McCarthy

2. Societal Dystopia

◦ An evil government oppresses 
people

◦ 1984: Orwell; Brave New World: 
Huxley; The Handmaid’s Tale: 
Atwood



“Never Let Me Go is an astonishing novel that uses 
the language of privilege to talk about monstrosity. 
He uses his narrative voice to guide and limit and 
control what we learn when, using not so much an 
unreliable narrator as an unquestioning one. He 
uses the very form of the narrative expectations, to 
set you up to expect a certain kind of thing and 
then dynamites them. It’s a very uncomfortable 
reading experience, but it’s an unforgettable one.”



After reading the first 3’ish pages…
…analyze and discuss the way each author uses language and literary style--what 
conventions or stylistic features do you notice?

The narrative voice--First/third person? Effect?
How do these first pages engage the reader?

Evocative description?
Interesting characters?
Plunging us into the scene?
Inviting us to ask questions?

Consider the authors’ use of the following possible elements, in addition to others 
you notice: Conflicts, Contrasts, Questions, Shocks/Surprises, In Medias Res, 
Foreshadowing…

Analysis for first few chapters:
•What do we know about the narrative voice?

POV/shifts?
What don’t we know? 
What questions does she raise?
When does Ishiguro preserve ambiguity?

•What characters and settings does Ishiguro introduce?
•What literary conventions does Ishiguro use in the first two chapters of the novel? To 
what end?
•Predict: What are the donors? Carers? Completion? Hailsham? What is Ishiguro trying to 
do with this novel?



After reading 
the 3-ish first 
pages…

…analyze and discuss the way each author 
uses language and literary style--what 
conventions or stylistic features do you 
notice?

◦ The narrative voice--First/third 
person? Effect?

◦ How do these first pages engage the 
reader?

◦ Evocative description?

◦ Interesting characters?

◦ Plunging us into the scene?

◦ Inviting us to ask questions?

◦ Consider the authors’ use of the following 
possible elements, in addition to others you 
notice: Conflicts, Contrasts, Questions, 
Shocks/Surprises, In Medias Res, 
Foreshadowing…



Small 
Group 

Discussion

•What do we know about the narrative 
voice?
◦ POV/shifts?

◦ What don’t we know? 

◦ What questions does she raise?

◦ When does Ishiguro preserve 
ambiguity?

•What characters and settings does 
Ishiguro introduce?

•What literary conventions does Ishiguro 
use in the first two chapters of the 
novel? To what end?

•Predict: What are the donors? Carers? 
Completion? Hailsham? What is 
Ishiguro trying to do with this novel?











Partner One-Page 
“Assessment”
AS YOU DISCUSS YOUR HANDOUT FOR PART ONE…













Parameters

You must fill the entire page (cardstock & colored pencils up front).

Provide a summary/context for the different visuals & quotes you use.

4 quotes w/analysis:

• Analysis must include:

• Context of where the quote is taken from.

• Ishiguro’s writing choices (literary terms/vocabulary)

• Connection to the topic of your page.

With pictures &/or simply words, you must have a visually pleasing page.

Your topic should be clearly identified.



Topics for One-Pager
1. Motif of Music

2. Connotation of Donations

3. Theme of Being Creative (does it or doesn’t it = Being Human?)

4. Miss Emily

5. Miss Lucy

6. The Theme of Identity

7. Tommy

8. Ruth

9. Kathy (the character)

10. Kathy (the narrator)



Chapters 3-5 Review 
and journal stamping
As I stamp your journals, discuss:

◦ Summarize chapters three through five

◦ What do you know about the world 
outside Hailsham at this point?

◦ What things in these first few chapters do 
you think have symbolic significance?

◦ Select a few that are resonant and 
analyze their significance.



Chapters 3-5 Discussion
• What qualities make Kathy an effective 

narrator? What external evidence is there in 
these chapters to support your claims? Why do 
you think Ishiguro chose to narrate the story 
through a character like Kathy? 

◦ How does her personality influence the 
way the story is told? How do her 
audience and her perspective on the story 
relate to the manner in which she reveals 
crucial bits of information about the 
setting and the background of the story?

• How is a flashback approach to telling the 
story effective and appropriate?



Chapters 
3-5 

Discussion

• To what extent have the definitions of “carer,” 
“donations,” “guardians,” etc. been revealed by 
the end of chapter five? What remains 
ambiguous and why?

• Kathy learns from a donor who’d grown up at 
an awful place in Dorset that she and her 
friends at Hailsham had been really “lucky” [p. 
6]. How does the irony of this designation grow 
as the novel goes on?

• What is the effect of having direct access to 
Kathy’s mind and feelings? How would the 
novel be different if narrated from Tommy’s 
point of view, or Ruth’s, or…



Chapters 3-5 
Discussion

• What are some of Ruth’s most striking 
character traits?

• Describe Tommy. Find examples of 
things he says and does in these chapters 
to support your characterization of him. 
Why do you think he has tantrums? How 
does he change over the course of these 
first few chapters? What indications are 
there that he has feelings for Kathy?

• Which characters do you find most 
interesting and why?



Chapters 3-
5 Discussion

• Discuss the immediate setting of this part of 
the story. 

◦ What has been revealed about the 
“outside world” thus far?

• One of the most notable aspects of life at 
Hailsham is the power of the group. Students 
watch each other carefully and try on different 
poses, attitudes, and ways of speaking. 

◦ Is this behavior typical of most adolescents, or 
is there something different about the way the 
students at Hailsham seek to conform? 

◦ What are the things that really matter to these 
students?

◦ How are they trying to find their place in the 
world and make sense of their lives? 

◦ Predict their post-Halisham fate.



Chapters 1-5 Group work 
Note Card

1. What themes or techniques that 
Ishiguro presents thus far relate to:

◦ Pride and Prejudice

◦ To The Lighthouse 

◦ The Guide

◦ Find at least one idea/technique for each that 
connects two potential paper 2 texts.

2. What things in these first few chapters 
do you think have symbolic significance?

• Select one or two.



Chapter 6-7 Journal Entry 
Stamping

Take out your comp books so I can stamp 
your journal entry.

Discuss:

In chapter seven what does Miss Lucy feel 
the children have been “told and not told” 
and how does that contribute to your 
understanding of the children’s plight? 
(81) The novel as a whole?



Chapter 6 Discussion

Analyze the Significance:

• Luscious Pencil Case

• Norfolk 

• Miss Emily’s picture-calendar lessons

• Miss Lucy’s cigarette

• Judy Bridgewater tape/the song “Never Let Me Go”

◦ Why do you think Ishiguro chose to use this as the title of the novel?

◦ What do you think is the meaning of Madame’s reaction to 
seeing Kathy singing the song and clutching her pillow? 





Chapter 7 
Discussion

• Compare and contrast the “two distinct 
chunks” of Kathy’s life at Hailsham: “this 
last era [13-15], and everything that came 
before.” 

• Why do you think Miss Lucy is so 
disturbed by the children’s pretending to 
be electrocuted?

• What does Miss Lucy feel the children 
have been “told and not told” and what 
does that tell us about her character. (81)

• What is the psychological significance of 
the jokes about donors’ “unzipping” 
themselves to make donations?

• What else have we learned about Kathy’s 
relationships with Ruth and Tommy in 
these chapters?



Journal 
stamping: 
Discuss…

Discuss examples of foreshadowing you’ve 
noticed in chapters 1-9 and analyze their 
narrative significance.



Tuesday, 4/17

Finish Part 1 One Pager (you 
have 15 minutes: finish by 
10:30’ish)

Narration Types
◦ Chapter 8 & 9

Chapter 10 & 11 Group Topic 
Analysis







Chapter 8 and 9 Discussion
• What further evidence of Kathy’s integrity and reliability as a 

narrator is there in these chapters?

• Judy Bridgewater tape/the song “Never Let Me Go”--Why do 
you think Ishiguro chose to use this as the title of the novel?

◦ What do you think is the meaning of 
Madame’s reaction to seeing Kathy singing the 
song and clutching her pillow? 

◦ Music as a motif #walkmans

• How is Kathy and Tommy’s relationship further developed in 
these chapters? Why does Kathy have such a strong reaction 
to Tommy’s feigning happiness (p. 106)?

◦ In their subsequent conversation, why do you 
think that she avoids his gaze, and what is the 
significance of the silences between them?

• What unusual aspects of life at Hailsham are presented in 
these chapters? 



Chapter 10
• What are some of the ways that Ishiguro 

portrays teenage culture? To what extent does 
he succeed with creating authenticity?

• Explore the motif of reading and literacy at 
The Cottages. What does the value of prolific 
reading and the “essays” show about cultural 
values and specific characters? 

◦ Tolstoy’s pre-eminent 1865 novel War 
and Peace is 1225 pages, and chronicles 
the history of the French invasion of 
Russia and the impact of the Napoleonic 
era on Tsarist society through the stories 
of five Russian aristocratic families.



Chapters 10 & 11
As a table group:

◦ Explore your given topic (on sticky note)

◦ Find textual evidence with analysis

◦ All people should write this in their notes

◦ Be ready to share out!



Part one group work
Your group will be assigned to complete an analysis of 
one literary aspect of the first part of Never Let Me Go.

1.Narrative Voice

2.Symbolism

3.Foreshadowing

4.A dominant motif 

➢Analyze a wide variety of evidence Ishiguro presents in 
part one of the novel

➢Compare what you find in this novel to all three other 
Paper 2 books: P&P, TTL, and The Guide





Comparative 
analysis

Objective: Discuss, then compare, contrast, and evaluate all four 
Paper 2 novels: Never Let Me Go, The Guide, To The Lighthouse, and
Pride and Prejudice.

Your Task Today:

1. Get in a group of up to three people (no one works alone—be 
inclusive)

2. Read through all the different Paper 2 prompts in your exam 
review packet

3. Select one prompt that will challenge your group

4. Get a laptop for your group

5. Compare, contrast, and evaluate all four Paper 2 novels in 
response to that prompt: Never Let Me Go, The Guide, To The 
Lighthouse, and Pride and Prejudice.

1. Your response can be in paragraphs, a chart, bullets, or 
another organized prose format

2. Your group response—one per group submitted to 
turnitin.com—should analyze detailed evidence in quoted 
or paraphrased form from all four novels.

3. Submit your work to turnitin.com before class on Monday 
with all group members’ names attached.



Part I to II: 
Chapter 9 to 
10

Discuss 
Ishiguro’s 
transition 
from part 
I to part 
II:

Setting—both place and 
time

Characters/characterization 

Conflicts

Narrative voice

Recurring and new motifs



Wednesday, 4/18

Plot Twist!

1

Absence Google 
Form – Have 
you filled it out?

2

Revisit Paper 1

3



Journal stamping- ch 12-13

A

Plot Twist! (138-139)



Please go to your old emails…

I need to know everyone’s 
testing/absent schedule 

for the foreseeable future 
please!



Paper 1 Revisit

Revisit the Pacing Portion!Revisit

Critically Read (INDIVIDUALLY) the excerptRead

Revisit how to break down the text

• I don’t mind if you talk w/one another, but make sure the work you do is your own.
Revisit



Happy 
Friday 
Eve!

Chapters 12 & 13 Plot Twist! –
Possibles

The Roles of…

Evaluate…

Chapters 14 & 15



Journal stamping

A

Plot Twist! (138-139)



Happy Friday Eve!

Looking our 
Paper 1 
Practice

Chapters 14 
& 15 



For your assigned number, 
analyze the role of…
1. Promiscuity

2. Pornography

3. “Possibles”

4. Veterans

5. Ruth

6. Tommy

7. Keffers

8. Norfolk

9. Love/Deferrals

10. Privilege

11. Friendship

12. “Dream Futures”



Evaluate
ARE THE CLONES IN 
THIS NOVEL SLAVES?



Chapter 14 
Analysis

•How do you think that Kathy’s narrative voice—
replete with her conflicts with Ruth—affected 
your understanding of when the group met Ruth's 
possible?

◦ How might Ruth’s or Tommy’s narrative 
voices provided a different perspective on this 
situation?

◦ Why are they so interested in their 
“possibles?”

•Analyze the symbolism of Norfolk in the novel. 

•Kathy & Tommy-developments in their 
relationship since their time at the cottages? Since 
the trip to Norfolk?

•Analyze Ishiguro’s use of the veterans as minor 
characters—especially Rodney and Chrissie.



Chapter 15 
Analysis

•How do Tommy’s ideas about deferrals relate to the novel 
as a Künstlerroman?

◦ Are deferrals real? Why do the students believe?

•Analyze Miss Emily's role in this chapter and the novel as a 
whole.

•Analyze the “gallery” motif as it expands through the 
search for Ruth’s possible.

•The kids “know” that the source of clones is trash. What 
social commentary does Ishiguro relate through their 
perception of their biological roots?

•What commentary about Kathy—and pornography—does 
Ishiguro make? 

•Why were the events in Norfolk—when Tommy stays with 
her to find the tape—so foreshadowed by Kathy in chapter 
6? Why were they foreshadowed by Ishiguro?



Please take out your 
journal entries for 14-15 
and 16-18
I’ll stamp—you discuss the relationship 
between and significance of the two sets 
of pictures to what you’ve read in NLMG.



Chapter 16 
Analysis

•What does the row about Tommy’s 
animal drawings reveal about the ❤
triangle? Why does Ishiguro include 
this lengthy conflict in the novel?

◦ Evaluate Ruth & Kathy's roles in 
their developing conflict.

◦ How does Kathy’s narrative voice 
affect your understanding of the ❤
triangle? How fair to Ruth does 
Ishiguro make Kathy? Why?

•Why set the conversation between 
Ruth, Tommy, and Kathy in 
an conversation in a nearby abandoned 
churchyard? 

◦ Has Ishiguro made religion a theme 
or a motif in this novel? Why or why 
not?

◦ Why does Kathy walk away at the 
end?



Chapter 17 Analysis
•Why does Ishiguro have Ruth attack 
Kathy's alleged promiscuity? What does 
this reveal about each?

•Why do the clones accept their fate so 
willingly?

•Where has Ishiguro left ambiguity in the 
clones project?

◦ Origin? Catalyst? Effect?



Tuesday, 4/24

Socratic Seminars Thursday & 
Friday – confirming attendance

Catch Up Journal Stamping

Symbolism/Motifs

Beginning the comparison…



People who will not be here 4/27:
3rd Period:

◦ Landry

◦ Dani

◦ Ginsu

◦ Allison

◦ Kevin W.

◦ Amartya

◦ Mahathi

◦ No Name

◦ Nishu

4th Period:
◦ Kavya

◦ Cameron

◦ Gigi

◦ Suyash

◦ Henry

◦ Rohini

Any more?!?!



Journal Entry Stamping

Take out your comp books so I can 
stamp any “vacant” journal entries.

Discuss:

Explore the significance of the motif of 
trash in Ishiguro’s novel. 



TommyHOW IS TOMMY 
LIKE THE BOAT?



Discuss the symbolism of…

…the clown and balloons.

…white.

…the fence 



The Comparison Begins
1. Characterization

2. Narrator

3. Themes

4. Writing Styles (structure included)

5. Künstlerroman in TTL & NLMG

6. Symbolism (title included)

7. Written communication (NLMG – rumors?)

8. The structure of plot (exposition, rising action, climax, etc.)



analysis Discussion
How do these remarks relate to your 
own ideas about the book? 

In a recent interview, Ishiguro talked about Never Let Me Go: 
“There are things I am more interested in than the clone 
thing. How are they trying to find their place in the world and 
make sense of their lives? To what extent can they transcend 
their fate? As time starts to run out, what are the things that 
really matter? Most of the things that concern them concern 
us all, but with them it is concertinaed into this relatively 
short period of time. These are things that really interest me 
and, having come to the realization that I probably have 
limited opportunities to explore these things, that’s what I 
want to concentrate on. I can see the appeal of travel books 
and journalism and all the rest of it and I hope there will be 
time to do them all one day. But I just don’t think that day is 
now.”

Interview with Nicholas Wroe, The Guardian, February 2, 
2005. 



Analysis Discussion

Critic Frank Kermode has noted 

that “Ishiguro is fundamentally a 

tragic novelist; there is always a 

disaster, remote but urgent, 

imagined but real, at the heart of 

his stories” [London Review of 

Books, April 21, 2005]. How 

would you describe the tragedy 

at the heart of Never Let Me Go?



Chapter 18-
21 
discussion

Evaluate Kathy’s life as a carer. Why does 
Ishiguro construct her the way he does in 
chapter 18?

Analyze the symbolism of the beached boat 
in 18 and 19.

How do Ruth’s confessions in 19 affect 
Tommy & Kathy? 

•Why does Ishiguro differentiate so much between donor-
Ruth and student-Ruth?

Why does Ishiguro further the relationship 
between Tommy & Kathy in chapter 20? 
What does their continued belief in deferrals 
reveal?

What is the nature of the moral quandary 
Miss Emily and Madame have gotten 
themselves into?

•Describe Tommy & Kathy’s interactions with Madame. 

•Analyze the role that Miss Emily has played in the novel. 



Cloning: exploring the morality of organ 
donation programs

Objective: Take a position on cloning and relate your personal position to the 
narrative Ishiguro presents in NLMG. 

Your Task—

• Research for 25 minutes using valid sources:
◦ The history of cloning

◦ Non-human cloning and its scientific uses

◦ Human cloning: Possible? Ethical dilemma? Scientific Research? Political 
ends? Religious positions?

• Create a pro/con poster, citing sources, with your table group analyzing the 
following resolution:

◦ Resolved: Human cloning for organ donation is necessary and ethical.

After we finish, we’ll debate your various positions for 25 minutes, and connect 
each to that Ishiguro presents in NLMG.





A novel 
resolution?

Evaluate 
Ishiguro’s final 
chapters. How 
well does the 
ending work?



End-of-Novel Discussion
• Reread the novel’s final paragraph, in 

which Kathy describes a flat, 
windswept field with a barbed wire 
fence “where all sorts of rubbish had 
caught and tangled.” She imagines 
Tommy appearing here in “the spot 
where everything I’d ever lost since my 
childhood had washed up” (287). 

• What does the final sentence indicate 
about Kathy’s state of mind as she 
faces her losses and her own death—
stoicism, denial, courage, resolution? 



End-of-Novel Discussion

Some reviewers have expressed surprise that Kathy, Tommy, and their 
friends never try to escape their ultimate fate. They cling to the 
possibility of deferral, but never attempt to vanish into the world of 
freedom that they view from a distance. Yet they love the film The 
Great Escape, “the moment the American jumps over the barbed wire 
on his bike” [p. 99]. 

Why might Ishiguro have chosen to present them as fully resigned to 
their early deaths? 



End-of-Novel Discussion

• Analyze the role of women in 
this novel.
◦ Why does Ishiguro present so 

few men as characters?

• What is Ishiguro’s commentary 
on cloning in this dystopian 
novel?



1. Read the article using the link on my website.

2. Make note of the new information the article 
provides that will be useful for you as you write your 
Paper 2 Practice Outline.


