
For Tuesday, May 9 
Sorrow of War pp. 173-192 
 
Part 1:  Together (with a partner – no more than 3) Text discussion and notes. 

1. Talk about how the storm and how it parallels the oncoming war with America.   
2. How does Ninh create the following (use techniques and textual evidence): 

 Foreshadowing 

 Suspense 

 Desperation  

 Regret 

 Nostalgia 
3. Discuss, from what we know and Ninh’s narrative style, the context of the following quote: 

“That’s how the war started, with a storm. For Kien the storm continued for nearly eleven years, and 
even after the war his mental skies were clouded for another ten” (176). 

 
Part 2: Independently 

4. Annotate the Bob Dylan lyrics, “The Times They Are A-Changin’” 

 Your annotations should include: 
 Dylan’s writing style (may not be literary techniques, but they are distinct to lyrical writing) 
 Context with history 
 Context within Ninh’s narrative 

 You will perform an 8-minute commentary tomorrow (after 10 minutes of additional prep), so make 
sure your annotations are leading towards a literary analysis of the text. 
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