
HAPPY MONDAY!

S M I L E  O F  T H E  D AY  – “ T H I S  I S  A  C H I P S  A N D  S A L S A  

C O N V E R S AT I O N , N A C H O S ! ”   I T ’ S  O K  TO  L A U G H  ☺







T H E  T H I N G S  
T H E Y  C A R R I E D
“ H OW  TO  T E L L  A  T R U E  WA R  S TO RY ”



REGARDING DISCUSSION NOTES

• As I read through journals, annotations, notice discussion 

notes, and the final papers, some of you are where I expect 

you to be in relation to the in-depth analysis of the text 

through the discussion questions.

• Others need to make sure to extend your analysis.



FULLY DEVELOPED:

Textually supported

Creates context

Appreciates writing style and 

techniques

Looks at the effect/purpose of 

the author’s writing choices

Makes connections

•Needs more textual support

•Should create context within the work

•Needs appreciation of writing style &/or 

techniques

•Beginning to get to the effect/purpose

•Should make connections to...

No Development:

Where is the textual support?

No connections or context 

within and without the work

Needs to address writing style 

and techniques



FOR TODAY’S DISCUSSION:
• With a partner @ your table (or a group of no more than 3)

– Work through the 8 questions for our vignette…

• …make sure you have an assigned recorder – or this job can rotate 

throughout your discussion (yes, you can take pictures of their notes for 

your reference)

– Make sure you get to the “green light” of analysis and display this in 

your notes…answer each question with textual evidence (not just 

opinion)

• NO this does not mean direct quotes at all times, can be specific references 

to the text.

– Make sure everyone’s name is on the list of answers



“HOW TO TELL A TRUE WAR STORY”
1. Why does O’Brien begin “How to Tell a True War Story” with the sentence 

“This is true”?  And do you think what he tells you next is true?  And does it 

matter if it is or not?

2. Do you agree or disagree with this statement on page 76?  “A true war story 

is never moral. It does not instruct, nor encourage virtue, nor suggest 

models of proper human behavior, nor restrain men from doing the things 

men have always done.” If you agree, why?  If you disagree, why do you think 

O’Brien says this?

3. Again, O’Brien brings up embarrassment. “You can tell a true war story if it 

embarrasses you” (77). Why do you think the idea of embarrassment recurs 

so often between “On the Rainy River” & this vignette? 

4. “A true war story, if truly told, makes the stomach believe” (83). If this is 

the definition of a true war story, then what stories in this book so far are 

true?



5. Why does O’Brien tell the story of Curt Lemon’s death 

so many different ways?

6. Why does O’Brien make the connection between war 

stories and love stories when he tells about the woman 

who was saddened by the baby buffalo?  How does this 

compare to Ninh?

7. Is this a political story? Explain why you think it is/isn’t.

8. Discuss: “Absolute occurrence is irrelevant.  A thing may 

happen and be a total lie; another thing may not happen 

and be truer than the truth.”  Does it matter if 

everything in this book is made up?


