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I’m writing to let you know that after considering the time we lost from the snow and my 
absences, I have decided to change the O’Connor written assessment from an in-class 
assessment to a take home assessment.  Before the due date, please feel free to email me or 
(arrange a quick meeting) with any questions or clarifications. 
  
Please remember to address the prompt as if you were in class – in other words, this should 
be an essay, not a paper.  You will bring a hard copy to class as well as submit a copy on 
turnitin.com by 9:55AM, Wednesday, 3/1.  Please keep your response to 1 ½ – 2 pages, 1.5 
spacing. 
  
Directions: Choose ONE of the prompts below and respond in a fully developed, thesis-
driven, well-written essay. 

1. Compare and contrast O’Connor’s idea of grace in two of her short stories and 
connect this idea to at least one of her themes. 

2. “The characters of a novel can only be individualized if they are set in a background 
of particularized time and place.” How important is the setting of a particular time 
and/or place to the development of O’Connor’s characters? (Hint, do not try to cover 
too many.) 

3. Though plot may be said, at its simplest level, to be a sequence of events, what truly 
distinguishes prose fiction is the use of narrative disruption: impediment, detour, 
diversion, or digression.  …how does O’Connor create narrative disruption and to 
what effect? 

4. In what ways and to what effect has O’Connor made use of illustrative elements such 
as anecdotes, analogies, allusions and the like in her stories? (Hint, do not try to cover 
too many.) 

5. If there is a prompt from the Socratic Seminar preparation handout you want to 
explore, please email me for consideration before you begin writing. 

Let me know if you have any questions & I apologize for any inconvenience the change 
causes, 
Ms. Boas 
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