1. Manhattan Project: What were the reasons for/methods of secrecy?

2. Bombing of Hiroshima/Nagasaki: Was it necessary? Argue one side.

3. Cold War: How and why did it originate? What were its effects on U.S. foreign policy? How have attitudes toward communism changed since it ended?

4. Truman’s containment policy: How was it implemented by the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and the Berlin Airlift?

5. Korean War: What caused the No Gun Ri massacre, and why was it kept secret?

6. McCarthyism: What were its causes? What were its effects?

7. Ethel and Julius Rosenberg: Were they guilty of spying?

8. Baby Boom: What was its impact on American society? (1950s-present)

9. Brown v. Board of Education case: What was its impact?

10. Blacks in Baseball: How did it affect/mirror the removal of other barriers for African Americans in society in general?

11. U-2 incident: What was the effect on U.S.-Soviet relations?

12. JFK and the Cuban missile crisis: What were the reasons for the U.S. response? Evaluate the consequences of JFK’s actions.

13. JFK and the Bay of Pigs invasion: Why did the U.S. sponsor it? Why did it fail?

14. JFK: Evaluate his presidency. Was he an effective president, or simply a nostalgic hero?

15. JFK’s assassination: Who was responsible? Were the Warren commission’s findings accurate?

16. Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s: Evaluate the tactics and accomplishments.

17. March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom of 1963: What was its impact?

18. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination: Was James Earl Ray responsible?

19. Social protest in the 1960s: What forms did it take? What was its impact on American society?

20. Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society: What were its successes? What were its failures? What was the impact of this program on the creation of a welfare system in the United States?

21. Vietnam War: How did the U.S. get involved?

22. My Lai Massacre: What were the causes? Who was responsible?

23. Vietnam War: What was the role of the anti-war movement in changing American opinions toward the war? How was public policy influenced? (Or, What was the role of the media?)

24. Kent State shootings: What were the contributing factors? Who was responsible?

25. Vietnam War: Why did the United States lose? Evaluate goals, policies, decisions, and/or the role of geography and the nature of guerrilla warfare to analyze the failure.

26. Vietnam War: What were the social consequences? Analyze the treatment of veterans returning from the war.

27. Agent Orange: Evaluate its use during the Vietnam War and its effects.

28. 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago: What were the reasons for the protests, and why did violence erupt? Evaluate the city’s response and the impact on public opinion.

29. American Indian Movement (AIM) and the 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee: What motivated the takeover? What was its impact on relations between Native Americans and the government?

30. Watts riot: What were the causes? What were the effects on race relations in America?

31. Iran Hostage situation (1979): What were the causes? Evaluate President Carter’s handling of the situation.

32. Iran-Contra scandal: Who was really responsible?

33. Affirmative action in education or the workplace: Is it still necessary? Why or why not? Be sure to focus the historical implications. 121.

34. African Americans in the military: What significant contributions did they make? How have they overcome discrimination?

35. Women in the military: What significant contributions did they make? How have they overcome discrimination? Should women serve in combat positions?

36. Women’s rights: How have changes in women’s employment affected their role in society? Focus on one time period.
